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dreary saline marshy tracts so characteristic of East
Persia, which are termed Kwoir in the north and Kafeh
in the south. Here all the water from the surrounding
streams and from the slight rainfall is collected in the
depressions, where it forms a saline efflorescence with a
thin whitish crust, beneath which the moisture is retained
for a considerable time. Thus are produced those danger-
ous and impassable slimy quagmires, which in winter are
covered with brine, in summer by a thick incrustation of
salt.

By far the most extensive of these saline wastes is
the Dasht-i-Kavir, or Great Salt Desert of Khorasan,
which, with its southern continuation the Desert of Lut
in Karman, occupies a great part of East Persia. The
northern desert, which is much more salt than the
southern, and apparently separated from it by a distinct
water-parting, is divided into two great and several minor
sections, drained by the Shurab, Kara-su, and other streams,
which unite to form the Great Kavir. There are some
other large formations of a similar character, north of
Kum, west of Yazd, and south of Khaf, while "the
ordinary kavirs are innumerable " (St John).

Such is the general character of the Kavirs, at least
in the northern and eastern districts. But Mr. 0. E.
Biddulph, who in 1891 traversed the western parts,
crossing the Darya-i-Namak (" Salt Sea") east of Euro,
and Kashan, distinguishes between the ordinary saline
efflorescences of the Great Kavir and the true salt de-
pressions. The Great Kavir, he remarks, is not accurately
described as the " Great Salt Desert," much of the sur-
face being covered with soil quite free from salt and
unproductive only because of the absence of water.
"The saline efflorescence^ known locally by the term
* kavir/ appears only in portions of this desert, and then
not necessarily upon low ground, for its appearance is not